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Records of Anomala japonica, A. cuprea, and
A. albopilosa in Fukui Prefecture, Japan
Tomonori TSUNODA, Katsuyuki ITO & Shinya
UMEMURA

Abstract

Anomala japonica (Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae), which
was once widely distributed in riverbanks and coastal
areas, has disappeared from a lot of regions probably
due to the expansion of its closely related species,
A. albopilosa, which was previously confined to areas
of west Japan. To infer the relationship between
A. japonica and the related species, A. albopilosa and
A. cuprea, in Fukui-pref., we examined specimens
housed at the Fukui City Museum of Natural History
and assessed their population fluctuations in Mikuni-
town, Sakai-city, Fukui-pref. Specimens of A. japonica
and A. cuprea collected since the 1950s are housed
in the museum, suggesting they were commonly
distributed in Fukui-pref. from long ago. Conversely,
the oldest specimen of A. albopilosa was collected
in 1996, suggesting its introduction to Fukui-pref.
around this time. As of 2025, A. japonica was still
present in Mikuni-town. However, the number of
A. albopilosa collected at the same location reached
30 times that of A. japonica. As the A. japonica and
A. albopilosa are very similar and often misidentified,
many people may not realise that A. albopilosa
commonly seen today are different from A. japonica
that have long been present in Fukui-pref. Thus,
even common species can decline unnoticed, making
the preservation of their specimens in museums
highly significant. When specimens are collected
alongside quantitative data, comparisons with other
regions and time periods become possible, therefore

enhancing the value of specimens.
Keywords

Anomala albopilosa, Anomala cuprea, Anomala

Japonica, specimen
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