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A report of two self-research educational programmes and
significance of public engagement in museum
Yoshihiro TANAKA

Abstract

This paper reports the outcomes of an educational programmes
set up as part of the short-term exhibition "What are bones?" which
opened at the Fukui City Museum of Natural History, Japan, in
2009. The programmes were aimed at children, and challenged
them to investigate the nature of familiar specimens (the human
hand and a rabbit) through observation, expectation and
confirmation as the three fundamental steps of research. The aim
of using those three steps was to help the children understand the
objects through personal exploration. A questionnaire survey
showed that participants understood the educational intention of
the programme. In addition, the survey revealed that helpers,
museum volunteers and museum trainees generally regarded the
programme as a valuable learning experience, as it enabled them to
become approachable intermediaries between the curator and the
participants. These results show that the engagement o members of
the general public in museum activities has the potential to benefit
not only for museum, but also the personal lives of all those
involved.

Keywords : educational activities of personal exploration, public
engagement, museum volunteers, museum trainees, lifelong study
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