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Portunus sanguinolentus (Herbst, 1783)
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A three-spot swimming crab Portunus sanguinolentus (Herbst, 1783) grown and confined in a drifting plastic bottle
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A three-spot swimming crab Portunus sanguinolentus (Herbst,
1783) grown and confined in a drifting plastic bottle
So ISHIDA

Abstract

We found the dead shell of a male three-spot swimming crab
Portunus sanguinolentus (Herbst, 1783), which was confined in a
plastic bottle and drifted on the Sanrihama coast, Fukui Prefecture,
Japan in September 2005. Its carapace width and length are 53 and
25 mm respectively, against the bottle spout diameter is 21.8mm.
This crab would be entrapped by growing in the bottle. It is known
that this crab is attached to drifting seaweed during the juvenile
stage. This ecological character might relate to the process of this
entrapment. This is a case of the negative influence of drifting
plastic bottles upon the marine organisms.
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