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Note on a spotted seal stranded at Awara-city, Fukui and
former records of pinnipeds found along the coasts of
Fukui.

Manami MAKARA, Ryoichi MATSUBARA,

and Sachi MARUYAMA

Abstract

In April 2010, a pup of the spotted seal (Phoca largha)
was stranded at the coast of Awara-city, Fukui prefecture, the
Sea of Japan. We necropsied to check her physical condition
and cause of death. We considered that she was in the
termination phase of molting period, because small patches of
lanugo were found only at terminal areas of the body. We
found severe emaciation and a mass of foreign bodies including
plastic pieces in the stomach. It might be that the foreign
bodies induced impaired digestion and absorption. We considered
this condition caused severe emaciation and poor physical
condition and led her to death. This is the first record of a
spotted seal stranded and identified to the species, along the
coasts of Fukui. We obtained valuable information to analyze
the life history of the spotted seal in the Sea of Japan.
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