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Analyses of a survey for an educational activity “Museum
Back-Room Tour”for elementary and junior high school
children and their guardians

Yoshihiro TANAKA

Abstract

In this paper, an educational activity “Museum Back-
Room Tour” for elementary and junior high students and
their guardians is introduced. The purpose of the tour is
to create greater interest in natural history, through that
introduce how museums manage specimens and perform
research. The degree to which the tour achieves its
purposes is assessed by analyzing a questionnaire given to
participants of the tour. One result of the analysis is that
(A) guardians who join the tour place a greater emphasis
on natural observation and Experiential Learning. A
second conclusion is (B) The purpose of the tour is being
accomplished because after the tour participants have
more interest in making specimens, museum activities
and becoming a curator. (C) The significances of the
tour is twofold. First, the tour meets the to needs of
the guardians, who join the tour because it involves
experimental learning with the use of museum features.
Second, the participants and the curator can communicate
frequently because the tour is only attended by a small
number of participants each time. (D) The fact that the
tour, supported by the museum volunteers is to increases
participant comfort level and to impress upon them the
process of preparation. Participants feel an affinity with
museum volunteers. These concepts suggest that museum
volunteers can get involved in the educational activities at
the museum.

Keywords : educational activity, Museum Back-Room
Tour, museum specimen, experiential learning, volunteer
at museum
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Analyses of a survey for an educational activity “Museum
Back-Room Tour”for elementary and junior high school
children and their guardians

Yoshihiro TANAKA

Abstract

In this paper, an educational activity “Museum Back-
Room Tour” for elementary and junior high students and
their guardians is introduced. The purpose of the tour is
to create greater interest in natural history, through that
introduce how museums manage specimens and perform
research. The degree to which the tour achieves its
purposes is assessed by analyzing a questionnaire given to
participants of the tour. One result of the analysis is that
(A) guardians who join the tour place a greater emphasis
on natural observation and Experiential Learning. A
second conclusion is (B) The purpose of the tour is being
accomplished because after the tour participants have
more interest in making specimens, museum activities
and becoming a curator. (C) The significances of the
tour is twofold. First, the tour meets the to needs of
the guardians, who join the tour because it involves
experimental learning with the use of museum features.
Second, the participants and the curator can communicate
frequently because the tour is only attended by a small
number of participants each time. (D) The fact that the
tour, supported by the museum volunteers is to increases
participant comfort level and to impress upon them the
process of preparation. Participants feel an affinity with
museum volunteers. These concepts suggest that museum
volunteers can get involved in the educational activities at
the museum.

Keywords : educational activity, Museum Back-Room
Tour, museum specimen, experiential learning, volunteer
at museum
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