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Long-term transition of the land snail fauna and their
habitat in Kikaijima Island from 1930s to present
So ISHIDA, Hirotaka NISHI and Michiko SATO

Abstract

We surveyed the land snail fauna in Kikaijima Island, Amami
Archipelago, Japan and compared it with 1930-1970s’ , which
were deduced from the museum specimen (Furukawa shell
collection) and the literature records. Forest zone was considered
as the potential habitat of land snails and the long-term transition
of the area was investigated from the old national topographical
maps. The sites which recorded diverse land snails consisted
with the areas which had preserved forest zone from 1920s to
present. Total area of the forest zone in Kikaijima Island had not
changed largely from 1920s to 1990s, but they had been
separated prominently by the road construction after 1980s. No
remarkable change in the fauna was found between before 1970s
and present, however, the population of each species may be
fragile because of the habitat fraction. Continuous monitoring
will be needed for the conservation of land snails.

Key words: Land snail fauna, museum specimen, forest zone,
LTER



