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Note on Anura Amphibian in Fukui Pref., Japan, with Special Reference
to Japanese pond frog Rana brevipoda
from the Wakasa district

Hideyuki Tominaca*

In the breeding season of 1987, one kind of Japanese pond frog, Rana
brevipoda was collected from the Wakasa district in Fukui Pref., and some
morphological characters were compared among the populations. R. brevipoda
is classified into two races, i.e., Okayama brevipoda race and Nagoya
brevipoda race (Moriya 1954, Kawamura 1962). Compared with R. nigromacurata,
the body of R. breuvipoda is thick-set and the hind leg is shorter. There is
no dorsal median stripe, dorsal dark spots are diffused and dark small
markings are distributed over the belly. The morphological characters of R.
brevipoda in Fukui Pref. correspond with the Nagoya brevipoda race except for

the lack of dorsal median stripe.
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Fig. 1 Distribution of the pond frog Rana brevipoda from the
Wakasa district in Fukui Pref.. Filled circles indicate
the place where R.brevipoda was collected.
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Table 1

Measurements of some morphological characters of the two Japanese pond frogs

collected from the Wakasa district, Fukui Pref. in the present survey (means =+ SD
and ranges). The upper figures indicate Rana brevipoda while the lower figures are
for R. nmigromaculata. (SVL=snout-vent length; HW=head width; HL=hind leg

length)
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Plate A,B. Dorsal and ventral views of R.brevipoda from Wakasa district.
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